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EMBASSY OF THE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Rio de Janeiro 





TO: The Ambaggador 
FROM: ECON - R.J. Bloomfield V) 


SUBJECT: The Case of Rubens Paiva 


I am reporting to you on the case of Rubens Paiva for 
a number of reasons. First, it is a commentary on the lack 
of civil liberties in Brazil today. Second, I have had. 
personal contact with the case. Third, it may become a. 
cause celebre in the United States, if not in Brazil. An 
article on the detention of the Paivas which appeared in 
the New York Times of February 2 is attached. | 8 


or Paiva is a Brazilian engineer, from a well-to-do 

Paulista family. Prior to the 1964 Revolution, he was a 
Congressman from Sado Paulo, a member of Goulart's Labor Party. 
After the March 1964 Revolution, he was cassated and stripped 
of his political rights for ten years. Until last month, he 
had never been accused or questioned by security forces. 
Since 1964, he has been in the construction business. He 

| iivenwith hie wite-and five children on Avenida Delfim 

_ Moreira in the Leblon district of Rio. 


i ce ee 


My wife and I met the Paivas through an old friend of 
ours who is a good friend of theirs, Mrs. Marysa Gerassi. 
Mrs. Gerassi is a professor of Latin American History at . 
Dartmouth. We ourselves never became close friends of the 
Paivas, however, and have seen them only about four or five 
times in the past two-and-a-half years, chiefly during 
Professor Gerassilts visits to Brazil. 


The following details. of the Paivas incarceration were 
told to me by Mrs. Paiva. Some of the. information also 
appeared in the local press during the last week of January. 
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On January 20 about six men forced their way into the 
Paiva house at gunpoint. They identified themselves as 
members of the Air Force security forces. Several of the 
men took Mr. Paiva away almost immediately. (They used one 
of the family cars to do so.) Other agents remained in the 
house with the rest of the Paiva family until the following 
day. .Three young men, teenage friends of the Paiva girls, 
who happened to come by the house on January 20-21, were de- 
tained, taken to another location, questioned and released 
after being held overnight. 


On the 2ist, the agents informed Mrs. Paiva that she 
and her fifteen year old daughter, Eliana, would have to. 
accompany them for questioning. (Apparently the agents were 
angry at Eliana because she had managed to slip out of the 
house at one point and call her father's brother-in-law, who 
rather ingenuously called the house, only to be overheard by 
one of the agents.) They were driven to a spot in Tijuca in 
the north zone of Rio, where hoods were placed over their 
heads. Mrs. Paiva said that they were close to the First 
Army headquarters on Barao de Mesquita so that she was sure 
that it is. where they were being taken. 


Mrs. Paiva was held twelve days. Her daughter was held 


overnight, questioned, and released. Mrs. Paiva was inter- 


rogated at length every day, and was often awakened at night 
for questioning. She was not physically mistreated. However, 
in the several rooms in which her interrogation took place she 
saw the pau de arara (parrot's perch) and electric shock 
equipment. She also heard screams frequently while in her 


cell. Toward the end of her imprisonment one of her inter- 


rogators denied to her that torture was used and said that 
the screams she had heard were tape recordings which were 
played to intimidate prisoners. 


Her small cell was furnished with a straw mattress and 
an open showerhead. She was given no change of clothing and 
after several days managed to shower and dry herself with her 
dress while her guards discreetly looked the other way. After 
five days her family managed to send some clothing to her. 
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Meanwhile the Paivas' lawyer was attempting to obtain 
a grant of habeas corpus from the Superior Military Tribunal, 
or at least obtain some acknowledgment by the security forces 
who had taken the Paivas that they were being held. The STM 
in due course asked the various military authorities for in- 
formation regarding the Paivas, only to be met with a stony 
Silence. (I am told that, according to the Brazilian Constitu- 
tion, :the police authorities are supposed to inform the proper 
court about anyone they detain, even for political crimes, 
after a period of ten days. This provision has been ignored 
in the Paivas case.) . 


Mrs. Paiva was released on February 2. She was again 
hooded, and was left on the street in Tijuca. She told me that 
from what her captors told her, the incident which led to-her 
and her husband's arrest was the interception of a letter 
from a Brazilian in exile in Chile. One of her eldest 
daughter's classmates who had been arrested several times-by 
the Brazilian security forces managed to flee the country and 
is living in Chile. His mother apparently visited him there 
in January and brought back a number of letters from Brazilian 
exiles. She was detained at Galeao and the letters seized. 
Mrs. Paiva's interrogators at first told her that all the 
letters were to be delivered to her husband, although later 
they seemed to intimate that he was only one of the addressees. 
At any rate, her captors told her that the letter or letters 
led them to believe that her husband was a key figure in the 
Brazilian terrorist movement. | 


Mrs. Paiva still does not know who wrote to her husband 
from Chile. However, she thinks that it might have been . 
Helena Bocaiuva. Helen Bocaiuva is the daughter of a socially- 
prominent "Baby" Bocaiuva and his wife, Dalal. The elder 


Bocaiuvas are close friends of the Paivas. Helena Bocaiuva 


was implicated in the kidnapping of Ambassador Elbrick. She. 


_ managed to flee Brazil and is residing in Chile. Helena has 


broken with her family, whom she regards as hopelessly 
"bourgeoise"., Last year Rubens Paiva visited Chile on business 
and talked to Helena in an attempt to persuade her to give up 
her revolutionary way of life, settle down and study, and be- 
come reconciled with her parents. Mrs. Paiva surmises that 


‘Helena wrote to Rubens Paiva so that her parents might have 
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some news of her. However, this is all guesswork on Mrs. 
Paiva's part. Her husband also has several friends from 
the "old left" who are living in Chile because they fear 
being tried by the Brazilian authorities for pre-1964 
political "offenses". Rubens has been trying to help one 
of them, an ex-deputado by the name of Almorim (phonetic)? 
to return to Brazil. | | 


Mrs. Paiva told me that she was going to Sado Paulo 
yesterday, February 7, to see Minister of Justice Buzaid 
in an attempt to find out about her husband's whereabouts. 


As for my own contact with the case, I called the Paiva 
house the day the news of their detention first appeared in 
the newspapers. (This must have been on January 21 or 22.) 

I talked to their daughter, Eliana, who had just been re- 
leased. She was in a highly emotional state and pleaded 
with me to do something on behalf of her parents. I ex- 
plained that as a foreign diplomat it would be inappropriate 
for me to make any inquiries. I asked if there was anything 
L could do for her or her brother and sisters. She said that 
her grandparents were taking care of them. The following day 
I was called at the office by a man who identified himself 

as Bocaiuva, the friend of the Paivas mentioned above. 
Strangely, he said that he understood that I had called him 
about the Paivas. I replied that I had not called him but 
had called the Paiva house and had talked to Eliana. I 

asked about their lawyer's efforts and he said that there was 
no news. He said he would let me know if anything developed. 


The news of Mrs. Paiva's release was carried in the press 
on February 3. However, I let several days pass before con- 
tacting her, and called her yesterday, February 7. She came 
to my house yesterday evening, accompanied by a young man 
who is a friend of her daughter, and told me the story I 
have described above. 


_ I also telephoned Professor Gerassi last night at Hanover, 
New Hampshire, to tell her that Mrs. Paiva had been released, 
and that I had seen her. Professor Gerassi' said that another 
friend had already called her with the news. She said that 
she was in touch with someone in Senator Frank Church's office 
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and hoped to get Senator Church to make a statement regarding 
the Paiva case. (I did not comment on that.) 


I have no evidence one way or the other, of course, to 
confirm or deny Rubens Paiva's involvement with terrorist 
activities. I strongly doubt, however, that he was so in- 
volved. For example, using the mother of a known political 
exile as a courier strikes me as a terribly stupid way for — 
a terrorist to conduct his business. 


igl2 oe 


Attachment: 
NYTimes article of 
2/2/71. 


cc: DCM 
POL 
POL/R 
Col. Moura 
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